The vital statistics for the first six months of this year are satisfactory. The death rate remains at 12.0 per thousand of the population, the same as last year.
giving a birth rate of 20.4. The infant mortality rate at 30 is the lowest so far recorded in the city for the first six months of any year.
The number of cases of diphtheria notified is less than half the figure recorded in the same period of 1952. There were no deaths. The number of cases of scarlet fever notified is lower than in previous years, and again there were no deaths.
The 
